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EDITOR’S NOTE

Stakeholders in the country’s agricultural sector have called 
on the government to restore the tax exception on agro-in-
puts.

They are CropLife Ghana, Chamber of Agribusiness Ghana, 
Peasant Farmers Association of Ghana (PFAG), National 
Seed Trade Association of Ghana (NASTAG) and the Ghana 
Rice Interprofessional Body (GRIB).The Executive Director of 
PFAG, Dr Charles Nyaaba, speaking on behalf of the stake-
holders at a press conference held in Accra, said the delay in 
granting the tax exemption by the Minister of Finance upon 
the request by the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MOFA) 
had dire consequences for the sector, which is already bat-
tling high input and machinery cost, high cost of shipment, 
depreciation of the cedi and high transport cost associated 
with high fuel prices.

“Most farmers in 2022 produced at a loss, some had to scale 
down their production and others sort alternative business. 
A situation that led to low food supply, high food prices 
contributing to a record high inflation of 54 per cent in 
December 2022, and this situation will be compounded if 
taxes are further imposed on agro-based products,” he said.

The President on September 12, 2022 assented to the tax 
exemption Act 2022, Act 1083, which is meant to regulate 
the application of tax exemptions and create an exemption 

regime for imported goods.However, agricultural goods and 
equipment were not included in the list of items exempted 
from import duties. This, experts say, contradicts govern-
ment’s policy of transforming the economy through agri-
cultural production.Dr Nyaaba appealed to the Minister of 
Finance, Ken Ofori-Atta, to as a matter of urgency speed up 
in granting the request from MoFA, and grant exemptions 
to the agricultural commodities, and that the government 
and Parliament should take a second look at the Exemp-
tions Act and take steps to include agricultural goods and 
equipment which were key to economic growth.

Representing the importers of agro-inputs, Mr David An-
song, Managing Director, Rainbow Agrosciences, said unlike 
initially when the total expenses on imported goods at the 
port was at a margin of 5 per cent, now due to the exemp-
tions, they were paying up to 20-25 per cent which had 
increased production cost.

“The government should take note that we can just push 
the extra cost to the farmer but because we all want the 
sector to grow we have kept patience and hesitated to 
increase the price of agro-inputs to make up for the loss. 
Last year when the cost of agro-inputs slightly moved up, 
we observed maize production was affected and a lot of 
farmers went into Soya beans and other crops because the 
cost of production was low. 

Ghana: Agric Stakeholders Call for 
Restoration Of Tax Exemption On 

Agro-Inputs
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Nairobi, Kenya — U.S. officials say food insecurity in Africa 
will worsen this year because of climate change, conflict, 
and market disruptions caused partly by Russia’s war on 
Ukraine.

Speaking online to journalists Thursday from Malawi, Cary 
Fowler, special envoy for Global Food Security, said looking 
for solutions is key.

“As much as I wish I could bring the hopeful message that 
the food crisis will be over this year, we have to recognize 
that the chief drivers of the food crisis are still with us,” 
Fowler said. “And it behooves us, therefore, to be looking at 
solutions for all of those, or adaptive measures. That’s the 
situation as I see it today.”  According to the 2022 Global 
Food Crisis Report, one in every five Africans goes to bed 
hungry, and at least 140 million people on the continent 
face acute food insecurity.

African farmers continue to practice traditional farming 
methods, but the weather has been unpredictable in recent 
years, causing farmers to produce less food. Farmers com-
plain about high seed and fertilizer prices and a failure to 
produce enough food for the population.

Drought also has contributed to food insecurity in some 
parts of the continent, particularly the Horn of Africa, de-
stroying livestock and crops and forcing people to rely on 
humanitarian assistance for food and medicine.

In 2022, the U.S. government invested $11 billion in hu-
manitarian assistance in 55 countries, including some from 
Africa.

Dina Esposito, the USAID Global Food Crisis Coordinator, 
said her government is also supporting African farmers in 
producing their own food to overcome hunger and food 
insecurity.

“We have also got a global hunger initiative that is exactly 
focused on what are the right systems and approaches to 
advancing agriculture, taking that very localized context in 
mind, advancing drip irrigation and other forms of wa-
ter-saving measures where it makes sense, helping farmers 
adapt to a changing climate in other ways, fundamentally 
always looking - we see our role really as helping these 
farmers shift from subsistence farming to more intensified 
and sustainable production,” she said.

Esposito also said the U.S. government is committed to 
partnering with leaders to advance global food insecurity 
and solve global hunger.

Koech Oscar teaches land, resource management and agri-
cultural technology at the University of Nairobi. He said no 
single African country can solve the food crisis alone, and 
there is a need for a regional approach to deal with growing 
hunger on the continent.

“We need our nations to work together because of our 
connectedness. We are one ecosystem at the end of the day, 
our animals are in Uganda. Some of them are going to Tan-
zania and others are coming in, so we need to have regional 
strategists to support our communities because these are 
regional problems and we need to see significant invest-
ment in this production, especially in agriculture,” he said. 

Africa’s Food Insecurity to Persist 
Because Of Climate Change, 

Conflicts
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“It doesn’t have to be our reality,” says Omid Kassiri, his 
partner managing his office in McKinsey’s Nairobi. “We have 
seen that with the right policies, infrastructure, support and 
skills, agriculture in Africa can be transformed and bring 
about profound and meaningful changes in people’s lives.”

We strive to provide people with disabilities equal access to 
our website.If you need information about this content, we 
would be happy to help you.

Managing Partner, Omid Kassiri

Change is underway, but it will require a coordinated effort 
by multiple stakeholders. The African Agriculture Transfor-
mation Initiative (AATI) was established to bring together 
public, private and NGO partners in this work.Sponsored by 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), 
AATI is an international financial institution and special-
ized United Nations agency dedicated to the eradication 
of poverty and hunger in developing countries, helping 
African countries develop and implement agricultural trans-
formation. aims to support McKinsey served as an integral 
member of the founding coalition.

Co-founded by partners such as the Alliance for a Green 
Revolution in Africa, the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, 
IFAD and McKinsey, his AATI builds on McKinsey’s impact 
on agriculture and food systems across Africa. . Millions less 
malnourished, 150,000 less deaths from hunger, 100,000 
less new jobs. McKinsey brought fact-based and practical 
support to several issues during these engagements:

increasing farmers’ technical knowledge—what to grow, 
how to grow, what fertilizers to use, what practices and 
techniques to deploy; increasing their capacity to invest in 
irrigation methods, fertilizer and crop protection; research 
and development for crops optimized for the African cli-
mate; and creating linkages to markets to name a few.

The results inspired McKinsey to find a way to build on 
this work, finding a path to help launch AATI through the 
Fund for Social Good, a pro bono program of multiyear firm 
support.

“McKinsey is our vital thought leader for tools and meth-
odologies that accelerate agricultural transformation,” says 
Safia Boly, executive director of AATI. “The role of McKinsey 
here is knowledge—of working with partners and hav-
ing the reach to bring partners together, bringing digital 
solutions, delivery expertise, problem solving, and imple-
mentation methodologies, all of which has been essential 
to the establishment of the AATI.”AATI is launching its first 
wave of countries to accelerate effective and sustainable 
food systems changes based on their needs, priorities, and 
existing infrastructure.

“When AATI identifies strategies for economic growth 
and innovation through agriculture, it is key that it be an 
opportunity for government and private sector,” says Safia. 
“Governments always need a balance between the two to 
create an environment for the private sector to thrive and 
foster economic growth.”

McKinsey Co-
Founds Effort 
To Transform 
Agriculture Food 
Systems In Africa

https://www.kenyanfoodevent.com
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Moreover, during the launch of the expo, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock Development Cabinet Secretary 
Mithika Linturi in his speech which was read by the State 
Department for Crop Development Principal Secretary Phil-
lip Kello Harsama stated that Kenya is reengineering its ap-
proach on how agriculture will be conducted in the Country 
with an aim of maximizing its potential.

CS Linturi further noted that the theme for the Agri Expo is 
aligned to Kenya’s Vision 2030 as well as the government’s 
manifesto on agriculture.“Our strategic objective as a gov-
ernment is to create an enabling environment that will create 
favourable opportunities for agricultural growth,” he stated.

Likewise, the CS called on all relevant stakeholders and agen-
cies to give the government support to enable it to realize 
this initiative.He further urged the exhibitors to set up busi-
nesses in the Country and venture into untapped sectors.

Furthermore, CS Linturi’s speech mentioned that the Agricul-
tural sector plays a vital role in the economy with the sector 
contributing 50 per cent of the Country’s Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP).

“We want to put 3 million hectares of land under irrigation in 

the next six to ten years. You can imagine the kind of prod-
ucts and materials we require to engage 3 million hectares to 
support food production in the Country and Africa at large.” 
PS Kello Harsama stated in his remarks. 

PS Kello also urged the exhibitors to invest and open branch-
es of their companies in various parts of the country to reach 
farmers in the remote areas.“Next time when you have these 
expo’s, hold them in agricultural counties so as to reach the 
farmers directly.” Kello noted.

Similarly, the event organizer TAB Group Chief Executive 
Officer Tahir Bari said that over one hundred investors and 
potential businesses are keen on setting up a base in Ken-
ya.“Interest from investors in the Agricultural Value chains is 
growing with many seeking opportunities, and others com-
ing to sign deals after successful discussions with Kenyan 
companies,” Bari said.

He added that investors from various parts of the world in-
cluding the Middle East, Asia, Europe, and USA have come 
to the Agri Expo with a keen interest in tackling key issues in 
the supply food chain by introducing modern technologies 
to help the agricultural sector grow and become more at-
tractive to the young people.

Kenya Hosts The 6th Africa Agri Expo At The 
Kenyatta International Convention Centre 

The 6th Africa Agri Expo in close partnership with the Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock Development - Kenya, began on 
Wednesday, February 8 with an aim of connecting Africa to the global agribusiness industry. The two days of impactful network-
ing, business talks, knowledge gains, and many exciting new agricultural avenues in the thriving Africa’s agriculture industry 
made the much-anticipated event AAE2023 in Kenya - a resounding success. 

https://africa-agriexpo.com
https://www.kenyanfoodevent.com
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Tanzania: Boost for Tanzania: Boost for 
Agriculture Sector As Agriculture Sector As 
AfDB Commits 280bnAfDB Commits 280bn

PRESIDENT Samia Suluhu Hassan’s efforts to bring agricul-
tural sector reforms has received a huge boost after African 
Development Bank Group’s decision to commit a 120 mil-
lion US dollars (about 280bn/-) package for the sector, with 
focus on four value chains through irrigation and logistics 
hubs.

Dr Samia is in Senegal attending a three-day Second Africa 
Food Summit which opened on Wednesday, where she 
made assurance of achieving a 10 per cent annual growth 
rate in the agricultural sector by 2030 compared to the 
current growth of around 3.6 per cent, as part of Tanzania’s 
ambitious agricultural transformation vision.

President Samia said her government is determined to give 
Tanzanian youths access to land ownership as part of a wid-
er plan aimed at promoting youth engagement in agricul-
ture to ensure their economic empowerment.

She said Tanzania was currently in the process of recruiting 
the first batch of youths who will be enrolled in mid-Febru-
ary 2023 for a three-month training programme after which 
they will be allocated with land.

At the ongoing summit, the African Development Bank 
Group has committed 10 billion US dollars over the next 
five years to boost Africa’s efforts to end hunger and be-
come a primary food provider for itself and the rest of the 
world.
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AfDB President, Dr Akinwumi Adesina, announced this on 
Wednesday at the summit.

Dr Adesina called on more than 34 heads of state, 70 gov-
ernment ministers, the private sector, farmers, development 
partners, and corporate executives to work out compacts 
that would deliver food and agriculture transformation at 
scale across Africa.He encouraged them to take collective 
action to unlock the continent’s agricultural potential to 
become a global breadbasket.

The Second Dakar summit--under the theme Feed Africa: 
Food Sovereignty and Resilience--takes place amid supply 
chain disruptions caused by the Covid-19 pandemic, cli-
mate change, and Russia’s invasion of Ukraine. More than a 
thousand delegates and dignitaries attended, including the 

President Samia. The government of Senegal and the Afri-
can Development Bank Group are co-hosting the summit, 
eight years after the inaugural Dakar 1 summit where the 
newly elected Adesina announced the Bank’s Feed Africa 
strategy.

Opening the summit, President Sall--who is also the African 
Union chairperson--said the time had come for the con-
tinent to feed itself by adding value and stepping up the 
use of technology. Sall said: “From the farm to the plate, we 
need full food sovereignty, and we must increase land un-
der cultivation and market access to enhance cross-border 
trade.” The Chairperson of the African Union Commission 
Moussa Faki Mahamat said the Dakar summit was timely 
and would provide innovative solutions to help Africa be-
come less dependent on food imports.

“Food sovereignty should be our new weapon of freedom,” 
Mahamat told the gathering. He urged development part-
ners to work together within existing structures, such as 
Agenda 2063 and the African Continental Free Trade Area, 
for sustainable transformation.

Mahamat commended the African Development Bank for 
rolling out transformative initiatives, including a 1.5 billion 
US dollars emergency food production facility in 2022 to 
help African countries avert a potential food crisis following 
Russia’s war in Ukraine.The President of Kenya, William Ruto, 
said, “It is a shame that 60 years after independence, we are 
gathered to talk about feeding ourselves. We can and we 
must do better.”

The African Development Bank Group chief said: “Today 
over 283 million Africans go to bed hungry every day. This 
is not acceptable. No mother should ever have to struggle 
with the rumbling of the stomach of a hungry child.”

“We must raise the bar. We must raise our ambition. We 
must arise and say to ourselves: it is time to feed Africa. The 
timing is right, and the moment is now. Feed Africa; we 
must,” said Adesina.

The bank head urged the leaders to turn political will into 
decisive actions to deliver food security for Africa, “We must 
strongly support farmers, especially smallholder farmers, 
majority of whom are women, and get more young people 
into agriculture. And we must take agriculture as a busi-
ness, not a development activity, and boost support to the 
private sector.”

President Michael Higgins of Ireland said with Africa’s young 
population accounting for about 20 per cent of the world’s 
young people, the continent had great potential. He said 
the rest of the world would look up to it in the future.
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Many Nigerians did not pay much attention to the 2022 
Global Report on Food Crises (GRFC 2022) released in May, 
which stated that Nigeria was one of 10 countries with the 
highest number of people in the food crisis.

The report, which covered 21 states and the Federal Capital 
Territory, was emphatic that 12.94 million Nigerians were in 
acute food insecurity between October and December 2021.
That figure had undoubtedly risen as of the last quarter of 
2022, fueled by the effects of the Russian/Ukraine war and 
floods that swept across the country.

Similarly, the World Health Organisation (WHO) sounded a 
warning early this year that rising food prices heightened 
food insecurity in emerging markets and developing econ-
omies, including Nigeria.

The global body attributed the worrisome development to 
food import dependence on Ukraine and Russia, which had 
triggered food insecurity across the world.

Nigeria’s imports from Ukraine such as milk, wheat, and 
maize have declined, with wheat, mackerel, herrings, blue 
whitings, other fish products and vaccines imported from 
Russian suffering the same fate.

The disruption caused by the Russia/Ukraine war has ex-

posed Nigeria’s reliance on these warring countries, as the 
war soon impacted on prices of staple foods and the cost of 
living.

Indeed, Nigeria has had a significant uptick in the cost of liv-
ing as a result of high inflationary pressure in the last two 
years.

On a year-to-date basis, Nigeria’s inflation rate has increased 
by over 400 basis points from 15.63 per cent recorded in De-
cember 2021 to 19.64 per cent in July.

The inflation rate accelerated to a new 17-year high of 21.09 
per cent in October, marking a 0.32 per cent points increase 
from 20.77 per cent recorded in September, says the Nation-
al Bureau of Statistics (NBS).

The bureau stated that its Consumer Price Index (CPI) surged 
to 23.72 per cent in October from 23.34 per cent in Septem-
ber, while the core inflation rate rose to 17.76 per cent from 
17.6 per cent.

A survey carried out by the News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) 
in Lagos markets on Tuesday showed that prices of essential 
food items had risen by almost 50 per cent since January.

For instance, a 40-kilogramme basket of tomato, which was 

How Nigerians Are Coping How Nigerians Are Coping 
With Escalating Food With Escalating Food 
PricesPrices
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sold at N13,000 in January has risen to N26,000, while the 
price of a 50kg bag of Scotch Bonnet pepper jumped by 50 
per cent to N21,000 against N14,000 in January.

Similarly, a 50kg basket of bell pepper (Tatashe) rose to 
N32,000 from N15,000; a 100kg basket of onions now sells 
at N60,000 from N33,000 in January, while 25 litres of Kings 
oil has risen from N22,000 to between N41,000 and 45,000 
respectively.

A 50kg bag of local and foreign rice, sold at N30, 000 and 
N33,000 in January, is now sold at between N40,000 to 
N46,000 respectively.

A loaf of 500g, which cost N450 in January, has risen to be-
tween N900 and N1,000 in December, just as a custard buck-
et of Garri which cost N350 in January, is now sold at N1,000.

While prices of foodstuff are soaring, the purchasing power 
of many Nigerians has been eroded, thereby making it dif-
ficult for them to maintain their normal standard of living.

For instance, Mr Mark Okono, a retired staff of the Power 
Holding Company of Nigeria (PHCN), who sells grains at the 
Ikotun market, expressed dissatisfaction with the instability 
in food prices.

He said, “we have never had it this bad in the history of this 
country, that food prices would rise this high. In time past, 
I could use N100,000 to stock my shop with bags of rice, 
(when it was sold for N8,000 per bag), beans, melon, maize, 
millet and wheat.

“But now, with N100, 000, I can only buy less than three bags. 
It is crazy. And it does not just end here, there is also an offen-
sive transportation fare to contend with.

“It is discouraging and in the end, you gain little and from 
the little, I use part to feed my family. I must also say that we 
do not eat well because the little money cannot really buy 
much,” he said.

For Mrs Philomena Opara, a resident of Agodo-Egbe, Alimo-
sho, Lagos State, the situation is so worrisome that she had 
to reduce the number of times her children eat, due to the 
high cost of food items.

“Before now, my children used to eat three times a day, but 
I have long reduced the number of times they eat since our 
feeding money can no longer buy enough from the market.

“I wish the government could have the will to increase work-
ers’ salaries to at least allow families to feed well,” Opara said.
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Experts said the digitization of advisory services in Nigeria 
should be human-centred, requiring greater awareness of 
existing digital tools to drive adoption and use.

Agricultural Values in Nigeria, groups and individuals from 
his chain met in Kano on Tuesday and Wednesday to discuss 
ways to tackle food inflation and strengthen Nigeria’s 
advisory system to make the country’s food system more 
resilient. rice field.

At our annual stakeholder review workshop, experts spoke 
on the following topics:“Building Resilient Food Systems in 
the Face of Growing Demand and Climate Change” hosted 
by the Country Office of the Sasakawa African Association 
(SAA).

SAA Nigeria His Country Director He Godwin Atser said the 
workshop will allow the organization to hold roundtable 
discussions with strategic partners in agricultural develop-
mentto review program activities over the past year andim-
plementation plans envisioned for the new year. He said it 
provided a great opportunity.

He explained that the Association’s landslide achievements 
were based on the three main pillars of Regenerative Agri-
culture (RA), Nutrition Sensitive Agriculture (NSA), Market 
Oriented Agriculture (MOA) with cross cutting component. 
“One of the problems is that farmers understand there is a 
problem. That’s it,” Atser told PREMIUM TIMES as a bystander 
at the event.He said there are existing problems of food 
inflation and low productivity, unlike what farmers used to 
get, and these are largely caused by the devastating effects 
of climate change.

Extended service

According to the 2020 African Seed Access Index (TASAI), 
Nigeria has the lowest proportion of agricultural advisors to 
farmers in Africa.

The report ranked Rwanda as the country with the highest 
proportion of advisors to farmers, followed by Zimbabwe, 
Burkina Faso, Zambia and Mali. However, Nigeria sits at the 
bottom of the index alongside the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Malawi, Uganda and Kenya. Nigeria contin-
ued to perform poorly in 2019 compared to her two years 
earlier.

Over the past decade, Nigeria has struggled to reform its 
agricultural sector to reduce its dependence on oil and gas.

In March 2021, the government announced that he would 
hire 75,000 additional staff for advisory services as part of 
efforts to increase food production.

The USDA said he had 14,000 advisers as of 2019, of whom 
6,000 were employed in the public sector and her remain-
ing 8,000 in the private sector. According to the govern-
ment, the country’s agricultural extension system has been 
in decline for many years due to declining funding, policy 
changes, a shrinking workforce and a lack of interest in 
agricultural entrepreneurship among young people.In most 
of the states where the SAA currently operates, there is no 
recruitment of counseling staff and no motivation to devel-
op them, he said, Atser said.“Nigeria and some other African 
countries’ advisory systems are stuck in a vicious circle.

In a presentation, Adegbenga Adekoya, Senior Fellow, In-
novation Lab for Policy Leadership in Agriculture and Food 
Security (PiLAF), University of Ibadan, said that agricultural 
extension is a real tool for grassroots and public collabora-
tion. I pointed out that it has been recognized many times 
as. A way to reach rural communities and residents.He said 
he was shocked when the World Bank, the initiator of the 
Agricultural Development Program (ADP), withdrew its 
nationwide funding.

“To date, his ADP in many governments has not worked as 
expected,” he said.Adcoya stressed that expanding agricul-
ture is key to success.

How To Tackle Nigeria’s Food Inflation 
And Boost Agricultural Expansion

NEWS

THE  EAST AFRICAN region has harmonised grain standards easing
trade within the bloc and the overlapping Common Market for Eastern
and Southern Africa (Comesa). This includes issues such as grain moisture
content, quality, type of grains and infection with aflatoxins.

With the new standards, all grain will be required to have a
moisture content of up to 13.5 per cent, rotten grains less than four per
cent and foreign objects of less than 0.4 per cent.

All traders from the five East Africa Community members will have
to abide with the set conditions.

According to Eastern Africa Grain Council (EAGC) chairman Judah
Bett, the move will allow verification of grain produce in each country
and ease movement across the borders.

“The adoption and implementation of these standards is mainly
aimed at promoting fair trade and enhance transparency for
increased trade in staple foods, promote trade in quality grains and
enhance adoptions of structured trading systems,” observed Bett.

Before the new standards were set, traders incurred huge losses
when grains were rejected at border points where they failed to reach
the required levels. The new grades and standards were approved by
the East Africa Council of Ministers late last year.

Another rule is that all grain will now be required to fill up sacks not
exceeding 50kg instead of the previous 100kg.

With the new rules, producers who meet the quality standards will
be rewarded with higher prices and long term contracts from
governments and private firms.

It is also expected that food hygiene and safety will improve with
the enactment of the standards. 
Mwangi Mumero

THE ONE PARTICULAR
sector which has seen
significant growth in Africa is
agribusiness, said Charles
Brewer, managing director of
DHL Express Sub-Saharan
Africa. This entails the full
value chain from agricultural
production/farming through
secondary processing,
distribution and retailing to the end user/consumer in Africa and export
markets like Europe and the US (farm to fork concept).
“There is a greater availability of good quality agricultural produce and
processed food products than ever before,” said Brewer. He points to the
recent report by the World Bank - Growing Africa: Unlocking the
Potential of Agribusiness – which revealed that Africa’s farmers and
agribusinesses could create a trillion-dollar food market by 2030. This
means a three-fold increase from the current size of the market which is
estimated to be worth US$313bn.
According to Hennie van der Merwe, CEO of the Agribusiness
Development Corporation (ADC), based in South Africa, Africa is well-
endowed with resources, but often lacks much of the necessary expertise
to unlock the commercial potential of all its agriculture resources.
“One of the major limitations on agribusiness development in Africa is a
human capacity and human skills constraint,” said Van der Merwe. “The
ability and experience to develop and manage commercial farming and
agribusiness ventures are largely lacking in Africa. Major technology
transfer and capacity building would be necessary in this regard.”

A PROJECT TAILORED to prevent a highly contagious viral disease for
goats and sheep in Zambia has been implemented at a cost of about
US$493,000 (K2.7mn), according to the FAO representative to
Zambia, George Okech.
Peste des petits ruminants (PPR), also known as goat plague, is an acute
infectious viral disease of small ruminants, characterised by fever, oculo-
nasal discharges, erosive stomatitis and conjunctivitis. The disease is very
prevalent in border districts due to high levels of goat trade and
movement in these areas.
‘’In the livestock sector, FAO implemented a project on ‘capacity
building to prevent PPR into Zambia’ through the expansion of a livestock
surveillance system mainly targeting border districts at a cost of
US$493,000,’’ he explained.
The trans-boundary nature of PPR requires that surveillance and control
measures across border areas are carried out to prevent the disease
from spreading. It was discovered that most field technicians and farmers
are not familiar with the clinical manifestation of PPR.
Small-stock farmers underwent field training exercises, public education
and awareness campaigns to enable them to detect the disease early
and take up control measures.
‘’Interventions such as this prove to be very helpful as an early warning
system especially in times of disease outbreak, for example, in 2013 the
Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock imposed a ban on the trading and
marketing of pigs due to an outbreak of African swine fever in Lusaka
Province. It is estimated that over 25,000 pigs were slaughtered to
prevent the spread of the diseases in Lusaka,’’ he said.
Meanwhile, FAO has assisted the ministry in developing and putting in
place a provincial and national level agricultural statistics management
platform called country STAT, a web-based database of agricultural
information and statistics.
Nawa Mutumweno

FAO to avert livestock disease

East Africa grain standards DHL sees booming agribusiness in Africa
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The ministry will buy 10,000 tractors to get the program off 
the ground, officials said.

The Nigerian government launched a tractor rental scheme 
in Kaduna on Saturday to promote farming practices in the 
country.This initiative was realized by the Federal Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural Development in cooperation with 
the Bank of Agriculture (BOA) and other relevant partners.

According to a statement signed by his Ezeaja Ikemefuna, 
the ministry’s chief information officer,The initiative will 
help promote mechanized agriculture, increase food and 
nutrition security, and increase employment opportunities 
for Nigeria’s youth.

Upon formally handing over the tractors to farmers at his 
BOA’s office in Kaduna State, Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment Minister Mohammad Abubakar said the ministry 
will work with his BOA and manufacturer representatives to 
provide farmers with attachments to their tractors. You said 
you agreed to help the project you provide. About prefer-
ential payment terms. He noted that Nigerian farmers are 
expected to pay a 40% security deposit, with the remaining 
60% spread over three years.

The ministry said he would purchase 10,000 tractors with 
tools and 50,000 equipment for him to get the program off 
the ground.According to him, agriculture’s vital role in the 
Nigerian economy requires revitalizing the sector through 
the acquisition of tractors to achieve food and nutrition 
security.

He explained that this would lead to improvements in the 
quantity and quality of food per capita, reducing labor for 
Nigerian farmers and increasing productivity in the agricul-

tural sector.

He added that Nigeria and Brazil have reached a bilateral 
agreement under the More Food International Program 
(MFIP), resulting in $1.2 billion in in-kind loans. Mr Abubakar 
further explained, pointing out that the agricultural sector 
remains one of the main drivers of Nigeria’s economy, con-
tributing 23.78% to the Gross Domestic Product (GDP).

Undersecretary Ernest Umakihe, headed by Federal Agricul-
ture Secretary Abu Bakar Abdullahi, said the program will 
help transform agriculture from subsistence farming to a 
for-profit enterprise, boost the economy of most farmers, 
and promote the development of farming communities. , 
especially youth participation and engagement.

Earlier, Alwan Hassan, managing director of Bank of Agricul-
ture Limited, said that the country’s agricultural mechani-
zation situation is very low compared to the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) recommendation 
that he He said it was 0.027 hp/hectare.

He added that the success of agricultural production is 
highly dependent on the level of mechanization. In a mes-
sage of goodwill, Lliyasu Muazu, president of the Kaduna 
Chapter of the Maize Farmers Association of Nigeria, said 
in a message of good will that service providers should 
be called upon to ensure that farmers in the country’s 774 
municipalities benefit from the scheme. asked for further 
assistance.

The event was attended by the Kaduna, Katsina and Plateau 
State Agriculture Commissions, the All Farmers Association 
of Nigeria (AFAN) and others.

Nigerian Government Plans To 
Improve Food And Nutrition Security 
With a Tractor Rental Program.

https://www.kzndard.gov.za/latest-news?start=66
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Continued from More on National Farmers’ Day(1)

Mr Makubu, however, asked the youth not to relegate farm-
ing to the background, as work for only those who did not 
go to school because deep knowledge in education, would 
rather improve on agriculture activities in the country, and 
urged them to try and embrace agriculture instead of look-
ing for non-existing white colour jobs.

Earlier, the Oti Regional Director of Food and Agriculture 
(FA), Mr Obren Nyarko, called on the youth to take advan-
tage of the numerous opportunities in agriculture to cre-ate 
wealth for themselves, to improve on their standard of 
living.

Mr Nyarko said the government’s flagship programme, 
Planting for Food and Jobs (PFJ) as well as Planting for Ex-
port and Rural Development (PERD), had made agriculture 
a more lucrative venture, and the youth needed to be part 
of the programme, which seemed to be more promising, 
and made agriculture more attractive. From Gyedu in the 
Asutifi North District of the Ahafo Region, EM-MANUEL ADU 
GYAMFI reports that a Teacher from Mim, Mr Frank Kyei 
Baffour, emerged the regional overall best farmer.

He took home a motor king tricycle (large bucket), Welling-
ton boots, knapsack, soaps and detergents among several 
farm inputs.

The Ahafo Regional Minister, George Yaw Boakye, com-
mended Newmont Ghana Gold Company Limited (NGGL), 
for supporting the Regional Co-ordinating Council (RCC) in 
this year’s celebration with a cash donation of GH¢20,000.

He hailed the hard work of the Regional Department of 
Agriculture for guarding against the smuggling of fertiliser, 
cocoa and other farm inputs since the creation of the Ahafo 
Region.

The Ahafo Regional Director, Depart-ment of Food and 

Agriculture, Kingsford Nyame, congratulated farmers and 
fishers in the area for their tireless effort to make the region 
the food basket of Ghana.

He said though, the supply of subsidised fertiliser under the 
PFJ was in shortage, farmers in the region had good rains 
which resulted in enough food production.

At the Ayawaso Central Municipal Assembly, 39 -year -old 
Carlos Selassie Yaotsea catfish, snail and local birds farmer 
was adjudged the best municipal farmer and for his prize, 
he took home a tricycle, water tank wheelbarrow and other 
farming implements.

The municipal best farmer is secretary to the Plantpool 
Vegetable Farmers Associa-tion as he is also into vegetable 
farming.

The MCE, Alhaji Mohammed Quaye in an address called on 
all well-meaning citizens to support the Planting for Food 
and Jobs initiative by government to help produce and add 
value to our agricultural products.

He urged Ghanaians to consume more of what is produced 
in Ghana to improve our economic well-being as a country.

Adding, despite the municipality not being a traditional 
farming community due to insufficient land, the assembly 
still supports residents, especially the youth to venture into 
backyard farming, vertical farming, container gardening, 
livestock and poultry farming and the rearing of rab-bit and 
grass cutter, snail, mushroom and fish farming including 
agro -processing and value addition to agricultural prod-
ucts.

The Municipal Director of Agriculture Madam Martina 
Mensah said “if we could locally produce what we eat and 
consume what we produce and possibly add value to our 
produce, it will provide greater divi-dends to us.”

AFF prepares academic manual on 
forest protectionGhana: More 

On National 
Farmers’ Day 2
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Coffee farmers have urged government to set aside more 
than Shs 182.8 billion for the procurement of coffee process-
ing and value-addition machines to ably compete with other 
coffee producers in the world.

During the National Coffee Dialogue, which was held at Ser-
ena hotel Kigo rencently, farmers complained of challenges 
such as limited access to affordable finance especially for the 
private sector, limited investment in value addition to the in-
frastructure for finished products, inconsistent government 
policies and others which hinder their growth.

Uganda is currently ranked seventh among the largest coffee 
producers and third in terms of best coffee quality globally. 
Uganda’s coffee exports grew from two million 60-kilo bags 
in the financial year 2005/2006 to eight million bags in the 
financial year 2021/2022. In value terms, coffee contributed 
22 per cent of all export earnings, estimated at Shs 3.2 trillion 
in financial 2021/2022.

“We need funding to establish more coffee washing sta-
tions, soluble plants and institutional framework to support 
the production and value addition. We have Uganda Coffee 
Development Authority (UCDA) but government wants to 
merge it with the ministry of Agriculture. The authority reg-

istered successes in the coffee sector. It needs more funding, 
not merging,” Robert Kabushenga, a coffee farmer, said.

“Let us have a broader view of value addition from produc-
tion or productivity. We have 57 coffee-washing stations. 
Have we invested enough in value addition? We need to sit 
down and mark out the value chain, and determine the in-
vestments that we need to make at every stage. That is how 
we shall compete with other producers,” he said.

He said the country should target to move its earnings from 
$800 million to $3 billion per year for five years, increasing 
the price levels payable to the farmer and the percentage he 
earns. He said with those two, producing 20 million bags in 
itself is not going to earn them more money.“We can pro-
duce 20 million bags and put them in a store. But if we focus 
on the final outcome, everything we do will lead us to value 
addition. That is the financial definition of value addition”.

Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja said the coffee sector re-
quires close regulation. “We are concerned that the industry 
continues to be externally focused when it comes to value 
addition. 

we export unprocessed coffee beans to consumer nations.

Coffee Farmers in Uganda Call for 
More Funding
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The Nigerian Government says it plans to expand the Rural 
Access and Agricultural Marketing Project, RAAMP, to the 36 
states of the federation.

The National Project Coordinator of RAAMP, Mr Aminu Mo-
hammed said this during the Agency’s Annual retreat and 
training of staff in Calabar, Cross River State.

The aim of RAAMP is to provide access roads in rural areas 
to boost agricultural marketing.

Mohammed said “RAAMP was poised at making remarkable 
impact across the country, hence the need to extend the 
project to all states.”

He expressed delight over the increase in the number of 
participating states to 20, stressing that the successes re-
corded from the project’s commencement in 2008 in Cross 
River and Kaduna paved the way for its growth.

Mohammed urged participating states to be more active in 
implementing the project, to enable them have access to 
more funds and expand their rural road infrastructure.

“Some of the state project coordinators are doing very 
well; all hands must be on deck to achieve the goals of the 
project because there will be more funding if we are able to 
do the job well.

“We are looking at making the project multi-phased and 
also introducing technology in its implementation because 
we believe that we will achieve more using technology,” he 
said.

The State Governor, Ben Ayade called on the staff of the 
project to put national interest above their ethnic, religious 
and political inclinations in the discharge of their assign-
ment.

BUSINESS NEWS

Nigeria To Expand Rural Access And 
Agriculture Project To 36 States

The staff were trained in project management, team building in service delivery and Sys-
temic Tracking of Exchanges in Procurement (STEP), amongst others.
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The government will this month start implementing a €15 
million five-year project to boost fish farming production.

Solange Uwituze, Deputy Director General in charge of Ani-
mal Resources Research and Technology Transfer at Rwanda 
Agriculture and Animal Resources Development Board 
(RAB), said that the project was funded by Belgium.

She told The New Times that an inception meeting for 
preparing a team to start the project will be held later this 
month and that it will help in improving and increasing fish 
feeds and boost fish farming.

“Feeds made from soybeans and maize for tilapia are still 
expensive. We want to work with investors to increase fish 
feed production,” she said.

Currently she said only two factories producing fish feeds 
that are suitable for tilapia in the country are available.

One is in Huye district and the other is in the special eco-
nomic zone.

“We also want to use black soldier flies to produce fish feed 
rich in proteins. This technology was producing fish for pigs 
and poultry. We conducted research and found that it can 
also be used for fish feed. They can replace soybean and 
provide 75 per cent of the needed proteins to make fish 
feed,” she said.

She added that besides improving fish feed, there are plans 
to train more Rwandans on fish farming techniques that are 
affordable.

More investments are needed in fish farming, she said, 
considering that 90 per cent of national fish production is 
fish capture.

Fish production in Rwanda slightly increased from 41,664 
tonnes in 2021 to 43,560 tonnes in 2022, according to a 
report by the Ministry of Agriculture and Animal Resources.

It shows that 4,000 tonnes of fish were pro-
duced from fish farming.

“We are training 96 cooperatives across the 
country on tilapia fish farming in over 3,000 
ponds. Rwanda in partnership with Belgium 
will soon implement a €15 million project, 
starting this month, that will in the period 
of five years help to improve fish production 
through different ways,” she said.

Fish production from fish ponds has in-
creased from 461 tonnes in 2020 to 490. 8 
tonnes in 2021.

With support and new investment, the 
production is expected to increase from 1, 

543.6 tonnes expected in 2022 to 2,000 tonnes by 2023.

Until 2010, fish farming in ponds was the only common 
farming system that was adopted in Rwanda but today 
other intensive systems are being promoted such as fish 
farming in cages, tanks, and dams according to RAB.

Rwanda: Govt to Invest €15 Million 
to Boost Fish Farming

https://www.yokogawa.com/za/
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Boosting food production at scale in Africa is achievable: 
thanks to heat-tolerant wheat varieties, Ethiopia’s wheat 
production increased from 50,000 hectares in 2018 to 
400,000 hectares in 2022, turning the country into a net 
exporter of wheat. (Picture: TAAT project in Ethiopia).

African heads of state and government together with devel-
opment partners will gather in Senegal to strategically map 
plans to unlock Africa’s food-producing potential and posi-
tion the continent to become a breadbasket to the world.

President Macky Sall of Senegal, and Chairperson of the 
African Union, will host the three-day Dakar II Food summit 
from 25 January, with the African Development Bank Group 
as co-host.

The agenda of the Summit whose theme is, Feed Africa: 
Food Sovereignty and Resilience, is the improvement of Af-
rica’s food nutrition and security; leveraging the continent’s 
huge agricultural resources; boosting international trade, 
expanding market share, and production and processing 
value addition.

The continent is home to a third of the world’s 850 million 
people living with hunger.

With the removal of barriers to agricultural development 
aided by new investments, Africa’s agricultural output could 
increase from $280 billion per year to $1 trillion by 2030. 
(Picture: Technologies for African Agriculture Transforma-
tion project in Kenya)

African Development Bank Group President Dr. Akinwumi 
A. Adesina said: “The Dakar II Summit will mobilize political 
commitment, development partner and private sector in-
vestment, establish much needed policies and strategically 
drive actions to deliver at scale. This landmark event will be 
a turning point towards food sovereignty and resilience for 
the entire continent.”

The summit is at the heart of the Bank Group’s Feed Africa 
Strategy, one of the institution’s High 5 priority areas to sup-
port African countries to significantly increase agricultural 
growth.

The summit is a follow-up to the 2015 inaugural edition, 
during which the Feed Africa Strategy for Agricultural Trans-
formation (2016-2025) in Africa, was proposed.

During the summit, heads of state and government will 
convene sessions to develop transformational country-spe-
cific food and agriculture delivery compacts. Development 
partners and the private sector will also play significant 
roles during sessions and the overall summit. African 
countries are also expected to make measurable political 
commitments to   implement policies designed to eliminate 

extreme poverty, hunger and malnutrition in Africa.

Dr. Beth Dunford, Vice President for Agriculture at the 
African Development Bank, said: “The country compacts will 
provide targeted roadmaps toward self-sufficiency, and pro-
vide interventions that will make Africa’s agriculture sector 
more business-oriented and commercially viable.” Dunford 
added: “The Summit will be the one-stop-shop for African 
countries pursuing more and better investments that are 
public sector enabled, and private sector-led.”

The summit will take place at the Abdou Diouf International 
Conference Center in Diamniadio, 26 kilometers from Sene-
gal’s capital city Dakar.

The gathering will showcase programs already contributing 
to African food sovereignty and resilience. This includes the 
African Development Bank’s Technologies for African Agri-
cultural Transformation (TAAT) platform, which is delivering 
heat-tolerant wheat, drought-tolerant maize, and high-yield 
rice seeds to 11 million African farmers in 21 countries.

Technologies for African Agricultural Technologies program 
will produce 100 million metric tonnes of additional food 
to feed 200 million people. (Picture: TAAT Kenya Flour Miller 
beneficiary).

According to Dr Martin Fregene, Director for Agriculture 
and Agro-Industry at the African Development Bank, TAAT 
will produce 100 million metric tonnes of additional food to 
feed 200 million people.

He said: “We know what works in Africa. Taking agricultural 
technology programs like TAAT to scale does more than 
boost agricultural outputs. It increases wealth, creates jobs 
and opens our markets up to regional and international 
trade. It is critical to support these efforts. Africa stands 
to gain - the world stands to gain - from such a concerted 
effort.”

According to Adesina, “This is the time to invest in Africa’s 
future. The continent has more than 60% of the world’s 
remaining arable land, and millions of Africans are produc-
tive in the agriculture sector. With the removal of barriers 
to agricultural development aided by new investments, it 
is estimated that Africa’s agricultural output could increase 
from $280 billion per year to $1 trillion by 2030.”

The International Fund for Agricultural Development, 
the Islamic Development Bank, the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa, 
and several bilateral partners are among international sup-
porters of the summit.often have to battle with the adverse 
effects of climate change and rapid urbanization.

BUSINESS NEWS

2nd International Summit On Food 
Production In Africa To Open In Dakar
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Netherlands Consulate-General in Lagos, Michel Deelen Ni-
geria,  has said the horticultural project between Lagos and 
Netherlands, which  aims  to use vertical farming system to  
lessen food insecurity  and  stimulate economic growth,   is 
on course.

The diplomat, who spoke with The Nation on the sidelines 
of the new year reception in Lagos, said the Mission was still 
working   with the Lagos State government on   the green 
port project,   which is intended to bring advanced Nether-
land vertical technology that enables the growth of produce 
in a controlled and predictable way, overcoming harsh out-
door climate conditions.

Products grown with the farming method are pesticide-free, 
generate less waste than conventional agriculture   and are 
free of the limitations usually imposed by seasons, weather, 
climate and location.

The aim of the partnership is to encourage Dutch and Nige-
rian  investors  to  invest in greenhouse horticulture, includ-
ing breeding, greenhouse construction and cultivation, and 
climate systems.

Lagos Commissioner  for Agriculture Abisola Olusanya  said  
the state government was, particularly, delighted   with     
Greenport Lagos, a structure for horticultural collaboration 
among government, business and knowledge institutions.

The Greenport project is expected to serve as a veritable 
platform for the implementation of solutions tailored specif-
ically for Nigeria.

 With the memorandum of Understanding(MoU) signed for 
realising the Impact Cluster – Greenport Lagos, Olusanya 
said Nigeria and the Netherlands have signed a Memoran-
dum of Understanding to strengthen the field of agriculture.

Lagos, Netherlands’ Horticultural 
Project To Lessen Food Insecurity

Netherlands Consulate-General in Lagos, Michel Deelen Nigeria,  has said the horticultural project 
between Lagos and Netherlands, which  aims  to use vertical farming system to  lessen food insecurity  
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The contribution of solar energy in agricultural develop-
ment in West Africa and the Sahel, it is around this theme 
that the FAO Subregional Office in West Africa has invited 
stakeholders and partners to its first thematic webinar to 
make its achievements visible.

On December 14, 2022, more than 30 actors and partners 
were informed of the importance of solar energy for the 
transformation of agri-food systems in West Africa and 
the Sahel. The session, organized in partnership with the 
ECOWAS Centre for Renewable Energy and Energy Effi-
ciency (ECREEE), provided an opportunity to review the 
opportunities and benefits of integrating renewable energy 
into agro-sylvo-pastoral and fisheries activities. “Agricul-
ture is the main economic activity in the ECOWAS region, 
contributing to about 35% of regional GDP and employing 
65% of the population. It requires both water and energy,” 
said Francis Semporé, Executive Director of CEREEC when 
presenting the state of renewable energy in West Africa. He 
confirmed the willingness of his institution to collaborate 
further with FAO to popularize the use of renewable energy 
in the sub-regional agricultural sector.

Significant results on the ground with FAO support

Solar energy plays an essential role in all stages of the agri-
food value chain, from production to processing and stor-
age, to increase productivity and income, reduce post-har-
vest losses, strengthen the climatic resilience of farmers and 
agricultural enterprises, and improve the living conditions 
of the population, including women and youth.

In Mali, Gambia, Burkina Faso, Niger and Senegal, FAO has 
contributed to improving access to and efficient use of wa-
ter for sustainable agricultural intensification, productivity 
and income generation through the use and dissemination 
of solar energy infrastructure.

More than 1350 rural women have benefited from solar irri-
gation infrastructure for their vegetable gardens in Mali and 

4000 households including 1880 women have benefited 
from a solar irrigation system on 120 ha and 5 small vegeta-
ble gardens of 10 ha.

In Niger, 14326 households (including 1719 women-led 
households) have benefited from solar energy infrastruc-
ture for domestic water supply, irrigation and livestock 
watering.

In The Gambia, the solar irrigation system combining 20, 
000 liter overhead tanks and a water distribution system 
with 20 to 24 tanks of 4,000 liters in each garden facilitates 
easy access to water and reduces the burden of women’s 
work.

“Energy and food systems are deeply connected. About 
30% of the world’s energy is consumed in agri-food systems. 
Both systems need to be transformed through technolog-
ical innovations to meet the current and future growing 
demand for food and energy in an equitable, inclusive and 
environmentally sustainable manner,” said Dr. Robert Guéi, 
FAO Subregional Coordinator for West Africa and FAO Rep-
resentative in Senegal, explaining FAO’s interest in dissemi-
nating solar energy infrastructure in rural West Africa.

From solar panels to solar concentrators, a more advanta-
geous technology

Renewable energy is produced partially or entirely from 
non-depletable energy sources for direct end-use or elec-
tricity generation. The current infrastructure combines solar 
panels and batteries whose installation is a little expen-
sive for low-income populations but also its maintenance 
remains restrictive. In the framework of energy efficiency 
management, research tends to implement solar concen-
trators that combine reflectors used to capture and con-
centrate the sun rays. This new technology was presented 
by Aïssatou Mboup, solar energy engineer. She invited the 
actors and agricultural partners to adopt this technology 
which has more advantages for rural areas.

Solar Energy And Agricultural 
Development In West Africa

MINERALS
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This photo shows Ugandan Prime Minister Robinah Nabbanja (2nd 
R, front) visiting a stall during an agricultural products exhibition 
to mark the World Food Day at National Crops Resources Research 
Institute, Wakiso district, Uganda, Oct. 16, 2022 . (Photo by Nicholas 
Kajoba/Xinhua)

Chinese agricultural experts are contributing to improved agricul-
tural production in Uganda.

WAKISO, Uganda, Jan. 2 (Xinhua) -- On a hot December day in the 
Wakiso district in Uganda’s Central Region, 56-year-old Chinese ag-
riculture expert Chen Taihua, gazing at the fish ponds at the Chi-
nese-built agriculture center, was deep in thought of how lessons 
learnt back home can be implemented in rural Uganda to pull mil-
lions of people out of poverty.

As a breeze from the nearby Lake Victoria gave a cooling effect to 
the midday heat, Chen could not help but talk about the abun-
dance of water and arable land that Uganda has.

While feeding the fish, Chen told Xinhua in a recent interview that in 
this abundance lays Uganda’s wealth, which if properly harnessed, 
can improve the livelihood of Ugandans.

Chen is treading a path that other Chinese experts have taken in 
supporting Uganda, where over 70 percent of the population de-
rives its livelihood from agriculture, according to figures from the 
country’s Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry and Fisheries 
(MAAIF).

Chen, who is part of a team of Chinese agriculture experts that ar-
rived in the country about two months ago, is part of the building 
bricks.

China, through a tripartite agreement with Uganda and the Food 

and Agriculture Organization (FAO) of the United Nations, sent a 
team of experts to the east African country to share experiences 
with small-holder farmers on how best to improve production us-
ing appropriate technologies. The cooperation is under the frame-
work of the FAO-China South-South Program which is now in the 
third phase in Uganda.

The first and second phases, according to MAAIF, facilitated tech-
nology transfer and enabled improvements in the production and 
productivity of the crop, livestock, and fisheries sub-sectors.

Visitors tour a maize stall during an agricultural products exhibition 
to mark the World Food Day at National Crops Resources Research 
Institute, Wakiso district, Uganda, Oct. 16, 2022. (Photo by Nicholas 
Kajoba/Xinhua)

During the phases, the Chinese hybrid rice variety and Chinese fox-
tail millet variety were introduced to farmers. The rice yields about 
10 tonnes per hectare compared to improved and local varieties 
which yield 3.5 and 2.5 tonnes per hectare respectively, accord-
ing to MAAIF. The foxtail millet variety, meanwhile, yields about 5 
tonnes per hectare as compared to local and improved finger millet 
varieties grown in Uganda which yield 1 and 2.5 tonnes per hectare, 
respectively.

During the implementation of the first two phases, a 220-mil-
lion-U.S.-dollar China-Uganda Agricultural Cooperation Industrial 
Park was established in the central part of the country.

Zhang Xiaoqiang, head of the Chinese agriculture team for the third 
phase said the team is aiming to move local farmers to look at agri-
culture in a commercial way instead of subsistence. Zhang said the 
Chinese technicians will transfer knowledge and skills to the farm-
ers through agriculture extension workers.

China Moves To Fast-track 
Agriculture Production In 

Uganda
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196 Countries Join Effort to Fund Climate Action

Following a successful effort by global leaders at 
COP15 to create a plan and provide funding to 
meet the goals of protecting 30% of the world’s 
land and ocean by 2030, environmental leaders 
spoke out about the agreement:

Campaign for Nature: Global Agreement 
Reached to Protect and Conserve at Least 30% of 
World’s Land and Ocean by 2030

“The Kunming - Montreal agreement also has the 
potential to usher in a new paradigm for con-
servation, one in which Indigenous Peoples and 
local communities’ rights are upheld and where 
they are recognized for the leadership they have 
provided. We are eager to work with Indigenous 
Peoples and local communities to center the 
achievement of this target around their efforts.”

“As the world now turns to implement this target, 
we must remember that achieving 30x30 is more 
than just reaching a number. Through this global 
target, the world has committed to increase 
conservation in the right places and in the right 
ways. Now the important work begins to ensure 
that at least 30% of the ocean and at least 30% of 
the land is effectively conserved, that the most 
important areas for biodiversity are prioritized, 
and that the systems of conserved areas are well 
connected and representative of the world’s di-
verse ecosystems. We must hold governments to 
account to fulfill their commitments to increase 
funding and reform harmful subsidies.”

“To fully achieve the ambition of this target, it 
will take everyone - from governments to civil 
society to Indigenous Peoples and local commu-
nities to scientists. Together we can ensure that 
all of the key qualitative aspects of this target are 
met and the intended conservation outcomes 
are secured.”

Wildlife Conservation Society: The Kun-
ming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework Is 
‘The Floor, Not A Ceiling’ for Global Action to Halt 
Biodiversity Crisis

Environmental Leaders Respond to 
Landmark Progress at COP15

“Governments will need to treat the Kunming-Mon-
treal Global Biodiversity Framework as a floor, not a 
ceiling, for global action to halt the ongoing crisis of 
biodiversity. If fully implemented, this will make an 
important contribution to biodiversity conservation. 
The framework sets out key actions that we will need to 
take, including enhancing ecological integrity, reducing 
the risk of pathogen spillover, and conserving at least 
30% of our lands and oceans, but it remains vague on 
the outcomes we need to achieve by 2030 -- with a 
focus on 2050 deadlines for key conservation goals on 
ecosystems and species. That will be far too late for us 
to halt and reverse biodiversity loss and address related 
challenges such as climate change.”

Conservation International: Kunming-Montreal Global 
Biodiversity Framework Solidifies 30X30 Target

“Now, the hard work begins. It is time to make good 
on the promises made in Montreal and ensure that the 
targets in the framework are met. It will take continued 
commitment and finance to avoid the mistakes of the 
past. With 1 million species at risk of extinction there is 
no time to waste and Conservation International looks 
forward to working toward a nature positive world in 
the places that people and other species depend on 
most.”

World Wildlife Fund: Global deal to reverse nature loss 
by 2030 agreed, but immediate action and funds need-
ed to deliver

“The agreement represents a major milestone for the 
conservation of our natural world, and biodiversity has 
never been so high on the political and business agen-
da, but it can be undermined by slow implementation 
and failure to mobilize the promised resources. It also 
lacks a mandatory ratcheting mechanism that will hold 
governments accountable to increase action if targets 
are not met. We must now see immediate implementa-
tion of this agreement, no excuses, no delays - nature 
and all of us who rely on it for our livelihoods, econo-
mies and wellbeing have waited long enough, it’s time 
for nature to thrive again. Governments have chosen 
the right side of history in Montreal, but history will 
judge all of us if we don’t deliver on the promise made 
today.”
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Over 160 metric tons of wheat is expected to be cultivated 
by farmers in Nigeria in comparison to just 90 metric tons 
cultivated last year.

Dr Ladan Suleiman, Head of Veterinary and Pest Control 
Services of the Federal Ministry of Agriculture Niger State 
office said this during the symbolic distribution of the heat 
resistant variety seeds for the 2022/23 dry season farming.

“Government in the Country in collaboration with the Afri-
can Development Bank (ADB) have planned to encourage 
farmers towards the production of wheat ,hence achieving 
bumper harvest and food sufficiency in the Country,” Dr 
Ladan stated.

He said the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) anchored borrow-
ers program, has imported about 13 thousand metric tons 
variety of heat resistant wheat seeds aimed at improving 
the production of wheat by 18 percent in Nigeria.

“The lake Chad Research institute, in conjunction with other 
institutes and private organizations in Nigeria, like the Olam 
, has budgeted over 300 Million US Dollars towards the pro-
duction of the high yielding,heat tolerant Wheat varieties 
seeds to be distributed to farmers for massive transforma-
tion into wheat production across the Country.”

The Chairman of the Niger State Chapter of the wheat 
Farmers Association, Ambassador, Dr Nura Hashim while 
commending the government’s  support initiative on wheat 
farming said Niger was among 12 other selected state for 
the pilot project.

He urged the state to mobilise it’s members to actively 
participate to achieve a bumper harvest despite insecurity 
challenges in parts of the state.

“Challenges of insecurity has really affected our cultivation 
last farming season which made us to to shift from the ban-
ditry prone areas to a more secured environment where our 
farmers can conviniently carry out their farming activities.”

He said over 140 hecters of land in Gbako, Katcha and Lemu 
areas along Bida axis of Niger State have been earmarked 
for the 2022/23 Dry season Wheat Cultivation.

“Niger,Kogi,Kwarai,Nasarawa,Venue in North Central Nigeria 
and Oyo State in South West Nigeria ,have been selected for 
trial plots for the dry season Wheat Farming.”

Inadequate Seeds And Fertilizers

Dr Hashim has however lamented on inadequate seeds 
and fertilizers for farmers as the most critical input affecting 
wheat production in the state and the Country as a whole.

A female Wheat farmer, Hajia Zuwaira Isa Ajiya, Niger State 
North Central Nigeria stated this after explaining that she 
cultivates up to 10 to 15 hectares of wheat as she appre-
ciated the Nigerian government wheat farming supports 
scheme.

The female wheat farmer was among over 280 wheat 
farmers that benefited from the recent distribution of the 
climate resielient wheat variety seeds to be cultivated on 
140 hecters of land in Gbako and Lemu areas of Niger State.

Wheat Farmers Get Heat Resistant 
Seeds
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Sustainable solutions help farmers overcome challenges in 
the agriculture industry through technology, autonomy and 
automation

A turning point for ag has occurred, as the world population 
surpassed 8 billion. Case IH, global leader in agricultural 
equipment, realizes it plays a vital role in increasing farmers’ 
productivity as they continue to feed the world. With fewer 
acres, resources and workers to accomplish it, the task is 
critical. The growing portfolio of Case IH ag technology 
solutions deliver autonomy and automation for the full 
farming cycle.

A technology leader

On 7 and 8 December 2022, at CNH Industrial Tech Days in 
Phoenix, Arizona (USA), Case IH debuted milestone inno-
vations in a developing technology portfolio. “Case IH is 
and will continue to combine the world’s best and agro-
nomically superior iron with industry-leading, cutting-edge 
technology that delivers on our brand promise — to make 
farmers’ lives easier, make their operations more productive 
and help them thrive in their mission to feed an ever-grow-
ing population,” said Scott Harris Case IH global brand 
president.

The Tech Days announcements included two new auton-
omy and automation solutions, and a new electric tractor 
prototype:

Driverless Tillage Solution — Case IH is building on its trac-
tor and tillage platforms with Raven Autonomy™ to deliver 
an autonomous tillage solution. Raven Autonomy technol-
ogy features an advanced perception and sensing system. 
Additionally, this driverless tillage solution uses AFS Soil 
Command™ tillage automation for ultimate agronomic and 
machine control of the implement. 

It provides site-specific tillage prescriptions to deliver the 
right soil management practice for every inch of soil. The 
result is increased productivity with consistent agronomic 
performance and richer data insights.

Driver Assist Harvest Solution — Case IH is advancing pro-
ductivity with a driver assist harvest solution that synchro-
nizes combine and tractor functionality. Featuring Raven 
Autonomy technology, this union of tech allows the farmer 
to coordinate the path and speed of the tractor during an 
“unload on the go” operation while it keeps the tractor 
perfectly in sync with the combine when unloading. Farmer 
benefits include more-efficient operations, automated pro-
cesses to reduce the need for skilled labor, less fatigue and 
less spilled grain.

Electric Tractor Prototype — CNH Industrial also presented 
an electric tractor prototype, which will feature a Case IH 
model at release. This zero-emissions farming solution with 
autonomous features is a result of a collaboration with elec-
trified ag innovator, Monarch Tractor.

Commercialization for these solutions will be announced at 
a later date.

Case IH has a strong, recognized and awarded legacy of 
innovation in Advanced Farming Systems (AFS). Most recent 
developments include the Trident™ 5550 applicator with Ra-
ven Autonomy, AFS Harvest Command™combine automa-
tion, AFS Soil Command tillage automation, AIM Command 
FLEX™ advanced spray technology and Baler Automation. 

Case IH has and will continue to develop solutions for all 
farm segments and crop production cycles worldwide.

 Legacy of innovation, future of sustainability

“The world has reached a turning point, resulting in a clear 
need for farmers and the industry to increase  productivity.  
Case IH is responding to that need with technological, ma-
chine and method process advances throughout the value 
chain,” Harris said.  “We’ll respond by continuing to advance 
our commitment to sustainability. We believe these devel-
opments are the foundation of a healthier, sustainable and 
more-productive farming ecosystem.” 

The Case IH pipeline of innovation includes: 

Continuing to advance precision and agronomic technolo-
gies, helping farmers reduce nutrients and product  appli-
cations as well as water usage — to support a cleaner world.  

Advancing alternative propulsion solutions to enhance the 
sustainability of farming — through  aggressive develop-
ments in Electrification and co-development with Monarch 
Tractor.

Rapidly innovating to meet the labor challenges farmers 
face across the globe, delivering functional automation and 
leading to a future of full autonomy.

Expanding its digital technology suite with comprehensive 
development, such as seamless cloud-enabled data transfer 
and consolidation, mobile app and portal developments, 
and more.

A focus on the future

Case IH is breaking new ground to solve farmers’ real-world 
problems — increasing productivity and profitability to 
unlock new value in their business. The vision is to make 
farming more productive by providing smart farming 
equipment and solutions that can take care of any opera-
tion at the farm.

“We know the challenges our customers face, and we 
are developing solutions based on their needs: Case IH is 
building the future of ag technology,” Harris said. “We must 
challenge ourselves, challenge each other and take on the 
challenge together of revolutionizing farming. Make no 
mistake, our calling to innovate and enhance production 
has never been louder in our 180-year history, and we have 
never been more ready to answer that call.”

Case IH Delivers 
Vision For Future 

Autonomy
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Mirka Ltd is a globally expanding company with subsidiaries 
located in Europe, North and South America and Asia. Head-
quarters and production are located in Finland. More than 97% 
of the company’s products are exported and sold in more than 
100 countries.

Our business idea is to offer world leading comprehensive 
surface finishing solutions. Our business focuses on our cus-
tomers’ needs. Continuous improvements of our operations, 
our expertise and our work with our customers help us to offer 
tailored systems and commercial comprehensive solutions 
that are supported by a wide range of technically superior 
abrasives and polishing products as well as innovatively de-
signed tools.

African market: Due to the increasing demand, we are 
looking for potential distributors and end users in the African 
markets, especially for automotive paint repair/rework, OEM, 
construction and wood industry. 

We supply high technology products and unique solutions 
for sanding and polishing. Our company is a forerunner in 
dust-free sanding solutions and one of our targets is to intro-
duce the Mirka dust-free dry sanding system to the African 
market. We are convinced that you will get business growth by 
using our products and our technical service and support.

We look forward to expanding our business together with you!

Contacts:
Mark Enroth, mark.enroth@mirka.com
Tamirat Yigzaw, tamirat.yigzaw@mirka.com

Dedicated to the finish.
www.mirka.com
www.facebook.com/mirkaafrica

https://www.mirka.com
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